Suppressor cells in tolerance to HGG: kinetics and cross-suppression in high dose tolerance--absence in low dose tolerance.
Spleen cells from mice made tolerant with high doses of human gamma-globulin (HGG) specifically suppress the immune response of normal, syngeneic, spleen cells. These suppressor cells were found to be cross-reactive in that they would suppress the immune response of normal spleen cells to bovine gamma-globulin (BGG) as well as to HGG. In contrast, suppressor cells could not be demonstrated in spleens of mice made tolerant with low doses of HGG (i.e., T-cell tolerance), nor could they be found in high dose tolerant mice following a second injection of DHGG at a time when the initial suppressor activity had waned. The role of suppressor cells in the induction, maintenance, and loss of tolerance is discussed.